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   OPS responded to approximately 115,000 calls in 
2010 

    

   103,000 of these calls were emergencies   

     

   With few exceptions managing these emergency 
calls while attempting to identify a potential 
communicable disease is a formidable task  

 

   Our main priority has to be the patients life and 
limb 

 

 

                           

 

 



 

 

 

As paramedics we go from one patient to the next 
each with different problems 

 

examples are: an intoxicated or overdosed street   
person, a diabetic at home, a cardiac event  

 in a public place, a patient in a long term care facility 
with multiple medical problems, a  child with croup,   
a delivery of a baby, or a Motor Vehicle Accident with 
multiple victims 

 

  

 

 



 

    As you are about to see, our work environment can  
be very small 

  

   Anywhere in the back of the ambulance is within 2 
meters of the patient,  

 

    We are exposed to patient body fluids on an 
ongoing basis hours several times a day 

 

 

 

 


